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torial wisdom. I need not tell yon, sir, that there are several authors in France, Germany, and Holland, as well as in our own country, who publish every month, what they call ' An Account of the Works of the Learned*', in which they give us an abstract of all such books as are printed in anv^ part of Europe. Now, sir, it is my design to publish every month, ' An Account of the Works of the Unlearned*. Several late productions of my own countrymen, who many of them make a very eminent figure in the illiterate world, encourage me in this undertaking. I may, in this work, possibly make a review of several pieces which have appeared in the foreign accounts above mentioned, though they ought not to have been taken notice of in works which bear such a title. I may likewise take into consideration such pieces as appear from time to time under the names of those gentlemen who compliment one another, in public assemblies, by the title of the 'Learned Gentlemen'. Our party authors will also afford me a great variety of subjects, not to mention editors, commentators, and others, who are often men of no learning, or what is as bad, of no Jknowledge. I shall not enlarge upon this 'hint; but if you think anything can be made of it, I shall set about it with all the pains and application that so useful a work deserves. I am ever,
C.                                         Most worthy Sir, &c.
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I COULD not but smile at the account that was yesterday given me of a modest young gentleman, who being invited to an entertainment, though he was not used to drink, had not the confidence to
1  ' The History of the Works of the Learned, or an impartial Account of Books,  lately printed in all parts of Europe, with a particular relation of the state of Learning in each Country : Done by several hands', appeared in the form of quarto pamphlets from 1699 to 1712. There had been an earlier ' Works of the Learned' in 1691-92, and the title was revived in 1737.
2  This motto was added in the 1713 reprint.